Glraffe SiE

v



The Little Giraffe's
Friend

Aysel Banu YAVUZAL



On the bright, grassy savanna, the sun shone warm and
golden. A tall giraffe named Gia strolled slowly, her long neck
swaying like a gentle tree. Her coat was golden-orange with
soft brown patches, and her dark eyes sparkled with kindness.
She loved to nibble the highest leaves and watch the clouds
drift by. The savanna was her home, and she knew every path
and every secret.



One morning, Gia noticed a tiny movement in the tall grass. A
little dik-dik peeked out, no bigger than a small dog. His sandy
tan fur blended with the dry grass, and his big dark eyes
blinked nervously. His slender legs trembled just a little. He
looked up, up, up at Gia, and his tiny heart beat fast. He had
never seen such a tall animal before.
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Gia lowered her long neck slowly, so she wouldn't scare the
little dik-dik. 'Hello there, little one,' she said softly. "What's
your name?' The dik-dik took a small step back. 'I'm Dino,' he
whispered. 'I'm too small to talk to someone as tall as you.' Gia
smiled a warm, gentle smile. 'Small or tall, we can still say
hello,' she said.




Dino the dik-dik still felt shy. He looked at his own slender legs
and then at Gia's long, long neck. 'You can reach the sky,' he
said. 'I can only reach the low grass. How can we be friends?"
Gia chuckled softly. 'Friendship isn't about reaching high,' she
said. 'It's about sharing what we find. Come with me, and I'll
show you something wonderful.'
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Dino's ears perked up. He was curious now. He followed Gia
across the sunny savanna, his tiny hooves pattering on the dry
ground. Gia walked slowly so he could keep up. They passed
acacia trees and termite mounds. 'Where are we going?' Dino
asked. "To a secret place,' Gia said with a twinkle in her eye. 'A
place I discovered just for days like this.'
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After a while, they came to a thicket of bushes. Gia pushed
aside a branch with her soft muzzle. Behind it was a hidden
savanna orchard! Rows of wild fruit trees stood in a sunny
clearing. Their branches were heavy with sweet, juicy leaves
and bright red berries. Dino gasped. 'l never knew this was
here!' he squeaked. 'It's our secret now,' Gia said.
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Gia stretched her long neck up to the highest branches. She
carefully picked the sweetest, most tender leaves and dropped
them gently to the ground. 'These are for you, Dino,"' she said.
Dino nibbled a leaf. His eyes went wide. 'They're delicious!' he
cried. 'The best I've ever tasted!' He danced a little happy
dance. Gia laughed, and her laugh was like a soft, warm
breeze.



Dino wanted to share something too. He found a low bush
covered in tiny, sweet berries. 'l can reach these!' he said
proudly. He picked a little pile of berries and pushed them
toward Gia. 'For you,' he said. Gia lowered her head and ate
the berries. 'Mmm, they're wonderful!" she said. "You're a good
finder, Dino.' Dino beamed with pride.
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After their snack, they played a game. Gia would hide behind a
tree, and Dino would try to find her. But Gia was so tall that
her head peeked over the branches! Dino giggled. 'I can see
you!' he called. Then Dino hid in the tall grass, and Gia had to
look carefully. "Where are you, little one?' she asked. Dino
popped up and laughed. 'Here I am!"
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They played until the sun began to sink lower in the sky. Dino
was tired but happy. He lay down in the soft grass, and Gia
stood beside him, her long neck casting a gentle shadow. 'I've
never had such a fun day,' Dino said. 'Me neither,' said Gia.
'‘And I've never had such a small, wonderful friend.' Dino's
heart felt warm and full.
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Dino looked up at Gia. 'At first I thought I was too small to be
your friend,' he said. 'But now I know that size doesn't matter.’
Gia nodded. 'That's right,' she said. 'Kindness and sharing are
what make a friendship grow. You shared your berries, and I
shared my leaves. We both gave something.' Dino smiled. 'And
we both got something better,' he said.
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As the stars began to twinkle, Gia and Dino walked back home
together. Gia's long neck swayed, and Dino's tiny tail wagged.
They promised to meet at the hidden orchard every day. 'I'll
bring more berries,' Dino said. 'And I'll find the sweetest
leaves,' said Gia. They both knew they would be best friends
forever, no matter their size.
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From that day on, the tall giraffe and the tiny dik-dik were
always together. They explored the savanna, shared their food,
and laughed at each other's jokes. Other animals noticed their
friendship and smiled. 'How can such different sizes be such
good friends?' they wondered. Gia and Dino just smiled. They
knew that friendship comes in all shapes and sizes.
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One afternoon, a young elephant asked Dino, 'Aren't you afraid
of being so small near such a big giraffe?' Dino shook his tiny
head. 'No,' he said. 'Gia is the kindest friend I know. She
shares the best leaves, and she never makes me feel small.
Size doesn't determine friendship.' The elephant nodded,
understanding a little more about kindness.
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Gia heard Dino's words and felt proud. She lowered her long
neck and nuzzled him gently. 'You're the best friend I could ask
for,' she said. 'And you're the tallest, kindest friend I could ask
for,' Dino replied. They both laughed. The savanna sun warmed
their backs, and the hidden orchard waited for their next visit.
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And so, the tall giraffe and the tiny dik-dik remained the best
of friends. They learned that kindness and sharing can bring
very different animals together. Every day, they met at the
hidden savanna orchard, enjoying the sweet leaves and
berries. And Dino never felt too small again, because he knew
that friendship is not about size. It's about a kind heart.
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