


The Girl and the Animal

Sanctuary

Aysel Banu YAVUZAL



Maya skipped up the gravel path to the animal sanctuary, her

sketchbook tucked in her pocket. The morning sun warmed

her brown skin and made her two puffy buns bounce. Mr.

Oakley, the tall caretaker with a white moustache, waved from

the gate. 'Welcome, Maya! Today we prepare for our special

learning day,' he said with a smile.
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Maya looked around at the big red barn and the fenced fields.

She heard a soft oink and a tiny thump. 'We have rescued

animals here,' Mr. Oakley explained. 'Each one has a story.

Visitors will come to learn how to care for animals like them.'

Maya's dark brown eyes sparkled. She loved stories and

animals more than anything.
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Mr. Oakley handed Maya a clipboard. 'Your job is to meet each

animal and learn its story. Then you can create illustrated

stories for our visitors.' Maya nodded, her gap-toothed smile

wide. She pulled out her pencil and followed Mr. Oakley to the

barn. 'Compassion means learning and helping,' he said. 'Are

you ready?'
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Inside the barn, a large chestnut-brown pig with a round belly

and floppy ears grunted happily. 'This is Rosie,' Mr. Oakley

said. 'She was rescued from a farm that couldn't care for her

anymore.' Rosie wore a soft blue harness with a small brass

tag. She sniffed Maya's red sneakers and oinked softly. 'She

loves snacks and gentle scratches,' Mr. Oakley added.
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Maya sat on a hay bale and opened her sketchbook. Rosie

posed patiently, her pink snout twitching. Maya drew the pig's

round belly and blue harness. 'What does Rosie need to be

happy?' Maya asked. 'Good food, clean water, and a safe place

to sleep,' Mr. Oakley said. Maya wrote that down and sketched

a bucket of water and a cozy straw bed.
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Next, Mr. Oakley led Maya to a quiet corner of the barn. A

grey and white speckled rabbit with one bent ear peeked out

from behind a hay bale. 'This is Pip,' Mr. Oakley whispered.

'He's shy. He was found in a park, scared and alone.' Pip's pink

nose wiggled. Maya knelt down and stayed very still. Slowly,

Pip hopped closer.
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Maya sketched Pip's long ears and fluffy tail. 'How do we help

a shy rabbit?' she asked. 'We move slowly and speak softly,' Mr.

Oakley said. 'And we give him space to feel safe.' Maya nodded

and drew Pip hiding behind a bush, then a child sitting quietly

nearby. She wanted her story to teach visitors to be gentle.
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After meeting all the animals, Maya sat on a bench outside the

barn. Her sketchbook was full of drawings and notes. 'Now I

need to turn these into stories for visitors,' she said. Mr.

Oakley smiled. 'Remember, each story should teach something

about compassion and responsibility.' Maya thought hard. She

wanted every visitor to understand.
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Maya worked all afternoon. She wrote Rosie's story: 'Rosie the

pig loves snacks and gentle scratches. Pigs need clean water,

good food, and a safe place to sleep. They are smart and kind.'

She drew Rosie with her blue harness, smiling. Then she wrote

Pip's story: 'Pip the rabbit is shy. Move slowly and speak softly.

Give him space to feel safe.'
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Maya added colorful borders and little hearts to her pages.

She drew a child offering Rosie a carrot and another child

sitting quietly near Pip. Mr. Oakley looked over her shoulder.

'These are wonderful, Maya. You've captured each animal's

needs and feelings.' Maya felt proud. Her illustrated stories

were almost ready for the learning day.
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The next morning, visitors arrived at the sanctuary. Families

walked around, looking at the animals. Maya placed her

illustrated stories on a table near the barn. 'Read about our

rescued animals,' she said. 'Learn how to be kind friends to

them.' People picked up her pages and smiled at the colorful

drawings.
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A little boy read Rosie's story and then asked Mr. Oakley, 'Can

I give Rosie a carrot?' Mr. Oakley nodded. The boy held out the

carrot gently, and Rosie oinked happily. Maya watched and felt

warm inside. Her story had taught the boy how to care for a

pig with kindness and responsibility.
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A girl read Pip's story and then sat quietly near the rabbit's

corner. She didn't rush or make loud noises. After a while, Pip

hopped out and wiggled his nose. The girl smiled. Maya saw

that her story helped the girl understand how to approach a

shy animal. Learning about animals really did help everyone

become kinder friends.
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At the end of the day, Mr. Oakley gathered everyone around.

'Maya created these wonderful stories for us,' he said. 'She

learned each animal's story and shared it so we can all be

better caretakers.' The visitors clapped. Maya's cheeks turned

pink, and her gap-toothed smile stretched wide. She felt proud

and happy.
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Maya packed her sketchbook and pencil. 'I learned that

compassion isn't just feeling kind,' she said to Mr. Oakley. 'It's

learning what animals need and taking responsibility for

them.' Mr. Oakley nodded. 'You're right, Maya. And you taught

our visitors the same thing today.' They walked back to the

barn together, the sun setting behind them.
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As Maya headed home, she thought about Rosie, Pip, and all

the rescued animals. She knew she would come back to the

animal sanctuary again. Her illustrated stories would stay on

the table, ready to teach new visitors. Learning about animals

helps everyone become kinder friends. And that, Maya

thought, is the best feeling in the world.
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