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Ben loved penguins more than anything. His small penguin-

shaped backpack bounced as he ran to school each morning.

In class, he read a book about a little penguin named Pip who

wore a tiny blue scarf. Ben's round dark brown eyes sparkled

as he turned each page. He dreamed of meeting a real penguin

one day.

1



Ben's teacher, Mr. Lopez, wore a green lanyard and a warm

smile. One day, he showed the class a picture of a penguin

swimming in the ocean. "Penguins are amazing swimmers,"

Mr. Lopez said. "They use their flippers like wings under the

water." Ben leaned forward, his freckles crinkling as he

grinned. He wanted to learn everything about penguins.
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After school, Ben drew pictures of Pip the penguin. In his

drawing, Pip wore a tiny blue scarf and stood on a sunny

beach. Ben's best friend Mia came over. She had two black

braids and a shell bracelet that clicked when she moved. "Your

penguin looks happy," Mia said. "I wish all penguins were

happy," Ben replied.
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The next day, Mr. Lopez told the class something sad. "Some

penguins and seabirds get hurt by pollution in the ocean," he

said gently. "Plastic bags and trash can make it hard for them

to swim and find food." Ben's smile disappeared. He looked at

his drawing of Pip and felt a little ache in his heart.
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At recess, Ben sat on a bench with Mia. "I want to help the

penguins," he said. "But I'm just one boy. What can I do?" Mia

swung her legs and thought. "Maybe we can start a campaign

at school," she suggested. "We can teach everyone how to keep

the ocean clean." Ben's eyes lit up. "That's a great idea!"
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Ben and Mia went to Mr. Lopez. He listened carefully, his

round glasses slipping down his nose. "I think a marine

pollution campaign is wonderful," he said. "You can make

posters and share tips with the whole school." Ben felt proud.

He couldn't wait to get started. "We'll call it 'Protect the

Penguins!'" he announced.
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That afternoon, Ben and Mia made a list of tips. "We can

remind people to use fewer plastic bags," Mia said, writing

neatly. "And we can ask them to pick up trash at the beach,"

Ben added. They drew pictures of penguins and seabirds on

big sheets of paper. Ben's yellow jacket sleeves got covered in

paint, but he didn't mind.
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The next morning, Ben stood in front of his class. His heart

beat fast, but he took a deep breath. "Penguins need our help,"

he said. "Pollution in the ocean hurts them and other seabirds.

But if we all work together, we can protect them." His

classmates listened quietly. Then they clapped. Ben's gap-

toothed smile showed how happy he was.
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Mia held up a poster. "Here are some simple tips," she said.

"Bring a reusable bag to the store. Put your trash in the bin.

And tell your family about the ocean!" The class nodded. Mr.

Lopez blew his whistle softly. "Great job, team," he said. "Now

let's make more posters and put them around the school."
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Ben and Mia worked all week. They hung posters in the

hallway and by the front door. They made a big banner that

said "Protect the Ocean, Protect the Birds!" Ben's penguin

backpack jiggled as he carried art supplies. Mia's shell

bracelet clicked as she handed out stickers. Soon, other kids

wanted to help too.
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On Friday, the whole school gathered in the yard. Ben felt

nervous. He saw so many faces looking at him. Then he

spotted Mia giving him a thumbs-up. He remembered Pip the

penguin and felt brave. "We can all make a difference," he said

loudly. "Even small actions help the ocean and its seabirds."

Everyone cheered.
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Mr. Lopez brought a special guest: a marine scientist! She

showed pictures of real penguins and seabirds. "When we keep

the ocean clean, we protect them," she said. Ben raised his

hand. "What's the most important thing we can do?" he asked.

"Spread the word and never stop caring," she answered. Ben

nodded seriously.
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After the assembly, Ben's class made a promise. They would

pick up litter every week and remind others to do the same.

Mia organized a recycling corner in the classroom. Ben drew a

new picture of Pip swimming in clear blue water. "Look, Pip is

happy now," he told Mia. She smiled. "Because of you, Ben."
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That weekend, Ben and his family went to the beach. He

brought a big bag for trash. He picked up plastic bottles and

wrappers. His mom and dad helped too. Ben imagined Pip

swimming safely nearby. "We're protecting the penguins," he

said proudly. The sun warmed his face, and he felt glad.
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At school on Monday, Ben shared his beach story with the

class. "I found a lot of trash," he said. "But I also saw a seabird

flying free." Mia showed everyone how to sort recycling. Mr.

Lopez smiled. "You've all learned something important," he

said. "Protecting oceans protects seabirds. And it starts with

each of us."
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Ben looked at his penguin backpack and smiled. He knew that

even a small boy could make a big difference. With friends like

Mia and teachers like Mr. Lopez, the world felt full of hope.

And somewhere, maybe, a little penguin named Pip was

swimming in clean, blue water. That thought made Ben very

happy.
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