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In a small town with big green gardens, there lived a boy
named Leo. He had warm light-brown skin, short curly black
hair, and big brown eyes full of wonder. Freckles danced
across his nose, and a bright smile always lit his face. Every
morning, Leo grabbed his canvas satchel and ran outside to
explore. He loved nothing more than watching the tiny
creatures in his garden.



One sunny morning, Leo spotted a little lizard on a warm rock.
It had sandy-brown scales with darker speckles, a pale cream
belly, and tiny black bead eyes. Its slender tail flicked as it
darted quickly over the stones. Leo sat very still, barely
breathing, so he wouldn't scare it. The little lizard paused,
tilted its head, and seemed to look right at him.
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Leo watched the lizard for a long time. He noticed how it
caught tiny insects with a quick snap of its mouth. The lizard
scurried between the plants, hiding under leaves and sunning
itself on the rocks. Leo pulled out his notebook and drew the
lizard in careful detail. He wrote, 'Little lizard, where do you
live? What do you eat?' He wanted to know everything about
his new friend.



That afternoon, Leo asked his mum about the lizard. She had
warm brown skin, wavy dark hair, and a kind smile that made
him feel safe. 'Mum, why are there so many lizards in our
garden?' he asked. She put down her gardening gloves and
said, 'Lizards are very important, Leo. They eat insects and
help keep nature in balance. They're like tiny gardeners!"
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Leo's eyes grew wide. 'Tiny gardeners?' he said. 'Yes,' Mum
nodded. 'Without lizards, there would be too many bugs, and
the plants might get eaten. Every creature has a job in nature,
even the smallest ones.' Leo thought about the little lizard and
all its lizard friends. He wanted to help them do their
important work. 'Can we make the garden a better home for
them?' he asked.




Mum smiled. 'That's a wonderful idea, Leo. We can build a safe
habitat for lizards. They need places to hide from danger and
rocks to sun themselves on.' Leo jumped up. 'Let's start right
now!' He grabbed his notebook and drew a plan. He wrote:
'Rocks for sun. Plants for hiding. Water for drinking.' He
couldn't wait to begin.




First, Leo and Mum gathered smooth rocks of all sizes. They
piled them in a sunny corner of the garden, making little caves
and crevices where lizards could hide. Leo carefully placed
each rock, making sure there were gaps just the right size for
a small lizard. 'This will be the perfect spot for sunbathing,' he
said, wiping his hands on his blue shorts.
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Next, they planted native plants. Mum explained that native
plants are best because they belong in the area and attract
local insects. Leo chose lavender, rosemary, and small
flowering bushes. He dug holes and patted the soil gently
around each plant. 'The lizards can hide under these leaves,'
he said. 'And the flowers will bring more insects for them to
eat!’



Leo added a shallow dish of water near the rocks. 'Every
creature needs water,' he said. He placed it carefully so it
wouldn't spill. Then he sat back and looked at his work. The
corner was now a beautiful little habitat with rocks, plants,
and water. It looked perfect. But would the lizards come? He
waited quietly, watching and hoping.
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Days passed, and Leo checked his habitat every morning. At
first, he didn't see any lizards. He felt a little sad. 'Maybe they
don't like it,' he sighed. But Mum encouraged him. 'Be patient,
Leo. Animals need time to discover a new place. Just keep
watching.' So Leo waited and watched, sitting very still beside
the rocks.
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Then, one warm afternoon, a familiar sandy-brown lizard
darted onto the rocks. It paused, flicked its tail, and basked in
the sun. Leo's heart leaped. 'You came back!' he whispered.
The little lizard blinked its tiny black eyes and then snapped
up an insect. Soon, another lizard appeared, and then another.
They explored the rocks and hid under the native plants. Leo's
habitat was working!




Leo noticed other creatures too. A butterfly floated over the
lavender. A ladybug landed on a leaf. A small bird splashed in
the water dish. 'Look, Mum!' Leo called. ‘The garden is full of
wildlife!" Mum came over and smiled. 'You created a home for
many creatures, Leo. When we care for nature, it gives back in
wonderful ways.' Leo felt proud and happy.
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From that day on, Leo spent hours watching his garden. He
saw lizards catching insects, sunning themselves, and hiding
in the rocks. He learned that reptiles play important roles in
nature. They keep insect numbers in check, and they are food
for birds and other animals. Leo wrote in his notebook:
'Lizards are small but mighty. They help keep nature
balanced.'
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Leo shared his discovery with his friends at school. He told
them about the lizard habitat and how easy it was to help.
'Even a small garden can make a big difference,' he said. His
friends wanted to build habitats too. Leo drew a simple plan
for them. He felt happy knowing that more gardens would
soon be full of happy lizards.
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As the seasons changed, Leo's garden thrived. The native
plants grew tall and strong. Lizards of all sizes scampered over
the rocks. Butterflies and bees visited the flowers. Birds sang
from the bushes. Leo sat in his favorite spot, notebook in hand,
watching the busy little world he had helped create. He knew
that every creature, no matter how small, had a place.

15




Leo learned that even the smallest creatures play a big role in
nature. By caring for his garden, he made a safe home for
lizards and many other animals. He smiled as the little lizard
darted across a rock, catching a bug. 'Thank you, little friend,"
he whispered. 'You help keep our world in balance.' And the
garden buzzed with life, happy and healthy.
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