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Leo lived in a cozy house at the edge of town, where the busy

road hummed with cars all day long. He often watched the

traffic zoom past from his bedroom window, wondering where

all those cars were going. One sunny morning, his mom

packed a canvas tote bag with snacks and said, 'Let's go for a

drive, Leo!' Leo grabbed his yellow backpack and green cap,

ready for an adventure.
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As they drove, Leo pressed his nose to the window and saw a

deer standing near the road, looking scared. 'Mom, look!' he

cried. 'That deer wants to cross, but the cars are too fast!' His

mom slowed down and said gently, 'Busy roads can be

dangerous for animals, Leo. They don't know when it's safe.'

Leo's big brown eyes grew wide with worry as the deer turned

back into the woods.
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That night, Leo couldn't stop thinking about the deer. He asked

his mom, 'What can we do to help animals cross roads safely?'

She smiled and said, 'I've heard of special bridges and tunnels

just for wildlife. They help animals travel without getting hurt.'

Leo's round face lit up with a gap-toothed grin. 'I want to learn

more!' he said, and he ran to fetch his notebook.
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The next day, Leo and his mom visited the library. They found

books with pictures of wildlife bridges and tunnels. Leo

learned that deer, rabbits, and even bears use these safe paths

to cross busy roads. 'Look at this one!' Leo pointed. 'It's a

bridge covered in grass and trees, and animals walk right over

the road!' His mom nodded. 'People planned carefully so

animals can stay safe.'
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Leo decided to build a model to show everyone how wildlife

crossings work. He gathered cardboard boxes, glue, and green

paint. His mom helped him cut out arches for tunnels and a

bridge with tiny trees. Leo worked all afternoon, his small

hands busy and his green cap slightly askew. 'This will be the

best model ever!' he declared, adding a tiny blue collar to his

toy deer.
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First, Leo built the busy road with little cars made of clay.

Then he added a wide bridge covered in green felt grass and

tiny twig trees. 'This is where the deer will cross,' he said,

placing his toy deer on the bridge. The deer had a white chest

patch and slender legs, and it stood proudly on the safe path.

Leo smiled, imagining real animals using such a bridge.
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Next, Leo made a tunnel under the road for smaller animals.

He used a cardboard tube and covered it with brown paper.

'The rabbit can hop through here,' he said, and he placed a

small grey-brown rabbit with a red ribbon on its ear at the

tunnel entrance. The rabbit's fluffy tail wiggled as if it were

ready to hop. Leo clapped his hands. 'This is perfect!'
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Leo added more animals to his model: a fox, a hedgehog, and a

family of ducks. Each had its own safe way to cross. He

painted tiny paw prints on the bridge and put little signs that

said 'Animal Crossing.' His mom brought him a snack and said,

'You're teaching everyone how roads can consider wildlife.'

Leo beamed. 'I want to show my friends tomorrow!'
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The next day, Leo invited his friends to see his model. They

gathered around the kitchen table, eyes wide with wonder.

'Wow! What is it?' asked his friend Mia. Leo explained, 'It's a

wildlife bridge and tunnel! Animals use them to cross the road

safely.' He showed how the deer walked over the bridge and

the rabbit hopped through the tunnel. His friends cheered.
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Leo's friends had questions. 'Do real animals use these?' asked

Sam. Leo nodded. 'Yes! People build them in many places.

They help animals travel without getting hit by cars.' Mia said,

'That's so cool! Can we help make more models?' Leo's gap-

toothed grin spread across his face. 'Sure! We can build a

whole wildlife crossing town!' They all laughed and started

planning.
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Leo's mom suggested they show the model to the neighbors.

They set it up on a table in the front yard, and people stopped

to look. Leo explained how the bridge and tunnel worked,

pointing to the deer and rabbit. 'Roads should consider

wildlife,' he said. 'We can share the world safely if we plan

carefully.' The neighbors nodded and smiled, impressed by his

clever idea.
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One neighbor, Mr. Patel, said, 'Leo, your model is wonderful! It

reminds me of a real wildlife bridge I saw on a trip. The

animals learn to use it, and it keeps them safe.' Leo's eyes

sparkled. 'See? It really works!' He felt proud that his model

was teaching grown-ups too. His mom put her arm around him

and said, 'You're making a difference, Leo.'
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That evening, Leo's family gathered around the model. His dad

asked, 'How did you come up with this idea?' Leo told them

about the scared deer by the road and how he wanted to help.

'I learned that people can build safe paths for animals,' he

said. 'And we can all help by caring.' His family clapped, and

his little sister hugged him tight.

13



Leo's model stayed on display at school for a whole week. His

teacher, Ms. Garcia, said, 'Leo, you've taught us all something

important. Roads should consider wildlife.' Leo stood proudly

by his model, wearing his green cap and blue T-shirt with the

leaf print. He showed each class how the deer and rabbit

crossed safely. Everyone loved his clever idea.
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Soon, more kids wanted to build wildlife crossings. Leo helped

them make cardboard bridges and tunnels. They created a

whole wall of models in the classroom. Leo's friend Mia said,

'We should tell the town council!' Leo's mom helped them

write a letter. The town council wrote back, saying they would

think about adding wildlife crossings. Leo's heart swelled with

hope.
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As Leo lay in bed that night, he thought about the real deer

and rabbits. He knew that somewhere, animals were crossing

safely because people cared. He smiled, his brown eyes closing

slowly. Roads should consider wildlife, he thought. And with

kind hearts and clever plans, people and animals can share the

world safely. Everyone loved his idea, and the animals stayed

safe.

16


