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Maya was eight years old and small for her age, with warm
brown skin, curly black hair in two puffs, and dark brown eyes.
She always carried a green notebook. One sunny morning, she
saw something tiny and pale green dash across the kitchen
wall. It had soft orange spots and big amber eyes. "What are
you?" Maya whispered, stepping closer.
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The little creature froze, then scurried up the smooth tile.
Maya watched its toes spread wide and stick. "You're a gecko!"
she gasped. She quickly opened her green notebook and
wrote: Gecko on the wall. Toes like magic. The gecko tilted its
head, its long tail curling like a question mark. Maya smiled.
"I'll call you Pip."



At school, Maya told Ms. Lee about Pip. Ms. Lee had short
black hair, glasses, and a silver gecko pin on her teal blouse.
"That's wonderful, Maya," she said. "Why not make your
science project about geckos?" Maya's eyes lit up. "I can watch
how Pip climbs!" She wrote in her notebook: Science project—
Geckos! That afternoon, she hurried home to find Pip.
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Pip was on the ceiling, hanging upside down. Maya climbed
onto a chair to see better. "How do you do that?" she asked.
Pip's sticky toe pads pressed against the smooth surface. Maya
drew a picture of a gecko foot in her notebook. She labeled the
toes: sticky pads. She watched Pip walk across the ceiling as
easily as Maya walked on the floor.
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The next day, Maya brought a small clear tank to school for
Pip. Ms. Lee helped her set it up with leaves and a water dish.
"You can observe Pip here," Ms. Lee said. Maya placed Pip
gently inside. Pip blinked his amber eyes and climbed the glass
wall. "Look!" Maya called to her classmate Leo. "He's climbing
the glass!"




!
Leo wore an orange hoodie and carried a backpack covered in
dinosaur stickers. He took a step back. "Is it slimy?" he asked,
wrinkling his nose. Maya shook her head. "No, geckos are
reptiles, not slimy. They're dry and soft." Leo leaned closer,

curious but nervous. "How does he stick?" he wondered. Maya
opened her notebook. "I'm going to find out!"
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At home, Maya read about geckos in library books. She
learned that geckos have millions of tiny hairs on their toes.
These hairs use a special force to stick to almost anything—
even smooth glass. She wrote in her green notebook: Gecko
toes = super sticky! She drew a magnified toe pad with tiny
hairs. "Pip, you're amazing!" she told him.
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Maya tested Pip's climbing on different surfaces. She gently
placed him on a smooth plate, a piece of wood, and a plastic
lid. Pip stuck to all of them! Maya recorded each result in her
notebook with little stars. "You can climb anything!" she
laughed. Pip's tail wiggled happily. Maya felt proud of her tiny
friend.




For her science project, Maya made a big poster. She drew a
gecko with labeled sticky toes and wrote fun facts: Geckos can
hang upside down. They can climb smooth walls. They are
reptiles, not insects. She added a picture of Pip. Her green
notebook was full of observations. "This is the best project
ever," Maya said.



The day before the presentation, Maya practiced with Pip. She
let him climb up her arm and onto her shoulder. Pip perched
there like a tiny green statue. "You'll help me teach everyone,"
Maya whispered. Pip blinked. Maya felt a little nervous but
mostly excited. She couldn't wait to share her gecko
knowledge.




On presentation day, Maya stood in front of the class. Ms. Lee
smiled and nodded. Maya held up her poster. "This is Pip," she
began. "He's a gecko, a kind of reptile. Geckos have special
toes that let them climb walls and even hang upside down."
The class leaned in. Leo raised his hand. "Do they bite?" he
asked.

11



Maya shook her head. "Geckos are gentle. They don't hurt
people. They eat insects and help keep our homes clean." She
showed a close-up drawing of Pip's toe pads. "These tiny hairs
stick to almost anything. That's why Pip can walk on the
ceiling!" The class gasped. Leo smiled, his gap-toothed grin
wide. "Cool!" he said.
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Maya let Pip climb onto her hand. "Reptiles aren't scary," she
said. "They're amazing. We just need to understand them." Ms.
Lee clapped, and soon everyone joined in. Leo came up to look
closer. "I'm not afraid anymore," he said. "Pip is awesome."
Maya beamed. Her science project was a big success.

113



After school, Leo asked Maya if he could help feed Pip. "Sure!"
Maya said. They put a tiny cricket in Pip's tank and watched
him catch it with a quick snap. Leo laughed. "Geckos are the

best reptiles!" Maya nodded. "And they deserve our kindness."
She wrote in her notebook: Pip's project = success!
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That evening, Maya sat with Pip on her shoulder. "You taught
me so much," she said softly. Pip blinked his big amber eyes
and curled his tail around her neck. Maya smiled. She knew
that even the smallest creatures could be wonderful. Her
green notebook was full of new facts and drawings. She
couldn't wait for more adventures with Pip.
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Maya's science project won a special ribbon at school. Ms. Lee
pinned it to the classroom board next to Maya's poster. "You
showed us that reptiles deserve understanding," Ms. Lee said.
Maya looked at Pip in his tank. He was hanging upside down,
just like always. Maya grinned. She had learned that curiosity
and kindness could turn fear into friendship.
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