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Ben pulled on his green rubber boots and grabbed his
magnifying glass. Today was his first nature club field trip! He
ran down the path to meet his friends by the stream. The
water sparkled in the morning sun, and Ben could not wait to
explore. He wondered what tiny creatures might be hiding in
the cool, clear water.




—

Maya, the club leader, stood by the stream with her clipboard.
She wore a bright yellow rain jacket and an orange bucket hat.
‘Today we study crayfish,' she said. 'They are shy creatures
that hide under rocks.' Ben peered into the water, hoping to
spot one. He adjusted his magnifying glass and smiled, ready
to learn.




Mr. Lee, the nature club guide, arrived with his walking stick
and canvas satchel. He wore a wide-brimmed sun hat and a
kind smile. 'Crayfish need clean water to breathe and grow,' he
explained. 'If the stream is dirty, they cannot survive.' Ben
listened closely, his dark brown eyes wide with curiosity. He
wanted to help these little creatures.
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Mr. Lee led the group to a shallow part of the stream. 'Look for
rocks with a little space underneath,' he said. 'That is where
crayfish like to hide.' Ben knelt down and carefully lifted a
smooth, wet rock. At first, he saw nothing. Then, a small
creature scuttled sideways! It had a rusty brown shell and long
antennae.



Ben gasped. 'l found one!' he shouted. The crayfish waved its
tiny claws and hid again. Maya hurried over with her
clipboard. 'Great job, Ben!' she said. 'Now we need to count it
carefully. Watch how I mark it on the sheet.' Ben watched as
Maya wrote a number. He felt proud to be part of the nature
club.



Maya showed Ben how to count the crayfish without disturbing
them. 'We lift the rock gently, count the crayfish, and then put
the rock back exactly as it was,' she explained. Ben nodded
and tried it himself. He found three crayfish under one rock!
He carefully counted each one and wrote the number on his
own sheet. The crayfish scurried back under the rock.
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As the morning went on, Ben found more crayfish. Some were
small, some were bigger. Each one had a rusty brown shell and
tiny black eyes on stalks. Ben noticed that the crayfish only
appeared under rocks where the water was clear. In the
muddy spots, he found none. '‘Why is that?' he asked Mr. Lee.

7




Mr. Lee pointed to the clear water. 'Crayfish need clean water
to breathe,' he said. 'When the water is dirty, they cannot get
enough oxygen. They also need clean water to grow and have
babies.' Ben looked at the sparkling stream. He realized that
clean water was like a home for the crayfish. It kept them safe
and healthy.



Maya showed Ben how to test the water. They dipped a small
tube into the stream and checked the color. 'Clean water
means more crayfish,' Maya said. 'And more crayfish means
more food for fish and birds.' Ben imagined a whole web of life
in the stream. He wanted to keep it clean for everyone. He
wrote down the water test results on his sheet.
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At lunchtime, the club sat on the grassy bank. Ben noticed a
plastic bottle floating in the stream. 'That does not belong
here,' he said. Mr. Lee nodded. 'Litter can make the water
dirty and hurt the crayfish,' he explained. Ben and Maya put

on gloves and carefully removed the bottle. They also picked
up a few other bits of trash.
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Ben felt a warm glow inside. He was helping the crayfish!
Maya smiled at him. 'You are a great stream protector,' she
said. Ben's gap-toothed grin spread across his face. He looked
at the clear water and the rocks where crayfish hid. He knew
that every little bit of care made a difference. He wanted to do
more.
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Mr. Lee gathered the group. 'You have all done wonderful work
today,' he said. 'But our job is not over. We can tell others how
to keep the stream clean. We can remind people not to litter
and to keep the water clear.' Ben raised his hand. 'l can tell my
family!" he said. Everyone cheered. They made a plan to share
what they learned.
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On the way home, Ben thought about the crayfish. He
imagined them safe under their rocks, waving their antennae
in the clean water. He felt proud to help them. He also felt
proud to help all the wildlife that depended on the stream.
Clean water was important for everyone. Ben decided to keep
watch over the stream and tell others about it.
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The next week, Ben brought his family to the stream. He
showed them where the crayfish lived. "We must keep the
water clean,' he told them. His little sister picked up a piece of
trash, and Ben beamed. Together, they checked the water and
counted a few crayfish. Ben felt like a real scientist and a
friend to the stream.
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Maya and Mr. Lee met Ben by the stream again. They tested
the water and found it was still clean. 'Our stream is healthy,'
Maya said. 'And the crayfish are happy.' Ben looked at the
sparkling water and smiled. He knew that clean streams
support biodiversity. All the plants and animals needed clean
water to live. He was glad to be part of the nature club.
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As the sun set, Ben walked home with his magnifying glass
around his neck. He thought about the crayfish and the clear
stream. He knew that everyone could help keep streams clean.
Even small actions, like picking up trash, made a big
difference. Ben felt proud to be a stream protector. He could
not wait for the next nature club adventure.
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