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In a quiet woodland, where ferns uncurled like green question

marks, lived a little pademelon. She was small, about the

height of a rabbit, with soft reddish-brown fur and a cream

belly. Her dark eyes were gentle, and her long tail swished as

she hopped along the mossy paths. She loved to explore, but

she often felt lonely. The other woodland animals were busy,

and she wished for a friend to share her days with.
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The pademelon's ears were small and rounded, always

twitching to catch the smallest sounds. Her delicate pointed

snout sniffed the air for the scent of berries. She knew every

tree and every stream in the woodland, but she knew them all

alone. Sometimes she would sit by a fallen log and watch the

clouds drift by, wondering if anyone out there felt the same.

Her heart was full of curiosity, but her days were quiet and

still.
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One morning, as she hopped past a patch of mushrooms, she

heard a rustling sound. She peeked behind a bush and saw a

shy echidna, round and spiny, with a long thin snout and small

kind eyes. The echidna's back was covered in cream-tipped

spines, and it looked at the ground bashfully. The pademelon's

heart gave a little jump. 'Hello,' she said softly. 'I'm a

pademelon. Would you like to explore with me?' The echidna

peeked up and gave a tiny nod.
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The echidna's name was Spike, and he was as shy as a shadow.

His tan face and belly were soft, but his back was prickly with

spines. 'I don't move very fast,' he mumbled, his long snout

twitching. 'That's all right,' said the pademelon. 'We can go

slow.' So they set off together, the pademelon hopping and the

echidna waddling. They made a funny pair, but already the

woodland felt a little friendlier.
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As they walked, the pademelon noticed how different they

were. She had soft fur; he had sharp spines. She leaped over

logs; he dug under them with his strong claws. 'You're very

spiky,' she said. 'And you're very bouncy,' he replied. They both

laughed. The pademelon showed him a patch of wildflowers,

and Spike showed her how to find tasty grubs under the bark.

They were different, but that made their time together fun.
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Days turned into weeks, and the two friends explored

everywhere. They found secret paths and hidden hollows, and

they never ran out of things to discover. One afternoon, while

chasing a butterfly, the pademelon squeezed through a gap in

a thick hedge. 'Come on!' she called. Spike squeezed through

too, his spines catching on the leaves. On the other side, they

stopped and stared. They had found a clearing they had never

seen before.
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The clearing was like a dream. Sunlight filtered through the

leaves and danced on a carpet of flowers. But these were not

ordinary flowers. They were rare woodland blooms, with petals

like tiny stars and colors that shimmered in the light. 'Oh!'

whispered the pademelon. 'I've never seen anything so

beautiful.' Spike's small eyes grew wide. 'We must be very

quiet,' he said. 'This place feels special.'
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They tiptoed into the clearing, their hearts beating fast. The

flowers swayed gently, as if welcoming them. The pademelon

sniffed a blossom and sneezed, and Spike giggled. 'These

flowers are rare,' he said. 'My mother told me about them

once. They only grow in secret places.' The pademelon looked

around. 'Then we must protect them,' she said. 'And keep this

place a secret.' Spike nodded solemnly.
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From that day on, the two friends visited the clearing often.

They pulled tiny weeds and carried water from a nearby

stream in their paws. The pademelon used her delicate snout

to nudge the soil, and Spike used his strong claws to loosen it.

They worked together, side by side. The flowers grew taller

and brighter, and the clearing became their special place. They

never told anyone about it, not even their woodland neighbors.
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One day, a fierce wind blew through the woodland. Branches

creaked and leaves flew everywhere. The pademelon worried

about the flowers. 'What if the wind damages them?' she cried.

'We must go and check,' said Spike. They hurried through the

woods, leaning against the wind. When they reached the

clearing, they saw that a big branch had fallen right across the

flower bed. 'Oh no!' gasped the pademelon. 'We have to move

it!'

10



Spike studied the branch. 'It's too heavy for us to lift,' he said.

'But maybe we can pull it away together.' The pademelon

nodded. She grabbed a twig with her teeth, and Spike dug his

claws into the bark. They pulled and tugged with all their

might. The branch creaked, then slowly slid to the side. The

flowers were safe! 'We did it!' cheered the pademelon. 'We did

it together!' Spike smiled, his shy face glowing with pride.
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After that, their friendship grew even stronger. They realized

that being different was a gift. The pademelon's quick hops

and sharp eyes helped them spot danger, while Spike's strong

claws and careful nature kept the flowers safe. They were a

team, and nothing could stop them. The woodland seemed

brighter now that they had each other, and the little

pademelon never felt lonely again.
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One evening, as the sun set behind the trees, they sat in the

clearing and watched the flowers close for the night. 'I used to

think being different was strange,' said the pademelon. 'But

now I think it's special.' Spike nodded. 'Me too,' he said. 'If we

were the same, we wouldn't have so much to share.' They sat

in comfortable silence, listening to the woodland sounds,

grateful for the secret they kept and the friendship they had

found.
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The pademelon learned that friendship can bloom in the most

surprising places, just like the rare flowers in the hidden

clearing. She learned that being different is not a bad thing—it

is what makes each of us special. And she learned that when

you share your differences with a friend, the world becomes a

richer, happier place. She smiled at Spike, and he smiled back.

Together, they hopped and waddled home through the twilight.
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From then on, the little pademelon and the shy echidna were

the best of friends. They visited the clearing often, always

careful to keep it a secret. They knew that the flowers would

bloom again next spring, and they would be there to protect

them. And whenever the pademelon felt a twinge of loneliness,

she remembered that she had a friend who was different, and

that made all the difference in the world.
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So if you ever wander through a quiet woodland and see a

small reddish-brown pademelon hopping beside a round, spiny

echidna, you will know they are on their way to a secret place.

They will smile at you, but they will not tell you where it is.

And you will understand that some things are better kept

secret, and that friendship is the most special flower of all.
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