


The Lynx and the Hare

Aysel Banu YAVUZAL



In the heart of an enchanted forest, where the trees sparkled

with frost, lived a lynx named Lyr. His thick tawny-gold fur was

dotted with dark spots, and his huge snowshoe paws padded

softly over the snow. Around his neck, a moss-green knitted

scarf kept him warm. Lyr was calm and cautious, and he liked

to watch the world before he stepped into it.
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One cold morning, Lyr found a hare sitting right in his path.

The hare was small, with soft grey-brown fur and a white belly.

Her long ears stood up tall, tipped with dark fur, and a tiny red

satchel hung across her body. 'Hello!' she said. 'I'm Hazel. Do

you want to see something amazing?' Lyr blinked his pale

green eyes. He wasn't sure about this bold little creature.
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Hazel hopped closer, her pink nose twitching. 'Look at these

tracks,' she said. 'They go in a circle, then just stop!' Lyr

looked down. There were strange snow tracks, small and

swirling, that seemed to vanish into thin air. His tufted ears

perked up. 'That is a mystery,' he said softly. 'But we should be

careful.' Hazel grinned. 'Or we could be brave and follow

them!'
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So the two set off, Hazel leading the way with quick hops, Lyr

following with long, quiet strides. The tracks led them past icy

ponds and snowy bushes. 'Who do you think made them?'

Hazel asked. Lyr shook his head. 'I don't know. But they look

like they were made by something light and quick.' Hazel's

amber-brown eyes sparkled. 'A mystery!' she said. 'We must

solve it!'
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As they followed the tracks, the wind began to blow. It swirled

around them, and suddenly the tracks disappeared! 'They're

gone!' Hazel cried. Lyr looked around, his white chest ruff

fluffing in the breeze. 'The wind must have covered them,' he

said. But Hazel wasn't discouraged. 'Then we'll look for more,'

she said. 'The wind can't hide everything.' Lyr admired her

courage.
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They searched and found the tracks again, curling around a

big pine tree. But when they reached the tree, the tracks

stopped once more. 'This is strange,' Lyr said. 'It's like the

tracks are playing with us.' Hazel laughed. 'Maybe they are!

Come on, let's keep going.' Lyr felt a little nervous, but he

trusted Hazel's bold heart. He followed her, his big paws

leaving deep prints in the snow.
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The tracks led them to a frozen stream. There, they saw

something shimmering in the air. It was a swirl of pale-blue

light, no bigger than a fox. It danced and twirled, leaving a

trail of sparkling frost. 'Look!' Hazel whispered. 'It's making

the tracks!' Lyr's eyes widened. 'It's a wind spirit,' he

breathed. 'I've heard stories, but I never thought I'd see one.'

7



The wind spirit seemed shy. It swirled behind a tree, its silver

eyes glowing. Hazel stepped forward. 'Hello!' she called. 'We

followed your tracks. They're beautiful!' The spirit peeked out,

a faint smile on its face. Lyr stayed back, unsure. But Hazel's

warmth was contagious. 'We won't hurt you,' she said. 'We just

want to know who you are.'
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The wind spirit twirled closer, its ice-crystal garland chiming

softly. It made a sound like soft laughter. Then it blew a gentle

puff of snow at Hazel's ears. Hazel giggled. 'It's playful!' she

said. Lyr relaxed a little. Maybe this spirit wasn't scary after

all. He took a step forward. 'Hello,' he said softly. 'I'm Lyr. This

is Hazel. We're sorry if we disturbed you.'
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The wind spirit swirled around Lyr, making his scarf flutter. He

felt a cool, gentle breeze. Then the spirit darted away, leaving

a new set of tracks. 'It wants us to follow!' Hazel said. They

chased the tracks through the forest, laughing. The spirit

would make tracks, then erase them with a gust of wind. It

was a game! Lyr found himself having fun. He forgot to be

cautious.
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But then the tracks led to a wide, icy clearing. The wind spirit

swirled in the middle, and suddenly a big gust of wind blew up,

making the snow swirl. Hazel couldn't see. 'Lyr!' she called.

'Where are you?' Lyr felt a flicker of fear. But then he

remembered: he was strong. He pushed through the wind and

stood beside Hazel. 'I'm here,' he said. 'Take my scarf.' He

wrapped his moss-green scarf around her.
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The wind spirit watched them. Its silver eyes softened. Then it

swirled around them both, and the wind died down. The spirit

made a soft, apologetic sound. Hazel looked at Lyr. 'I think it

was just playing,' she said. 'But it got a little too wild.' Lyr

nodded. 'It's okay,' he said to the spirit. 'We understand.' The

spirit chimed happily and led them to a quiet spot.
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There, the wind spirit showed them its home: a little hollow

where it rested, surrounded by tiny ice crystals. It made tracks

in the snow that spelled out 'friend'. Hazel clapped her paws.

'You want to be friends!' she said. The spirit nodded, its

translucent body shimmering. Lyr smiled. 'We'd like that,' he

said. The spirit swirled around them, leaving a trail of

sparkles.
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From that day on, the three friends met often. The wind spirit

would make mysterious tracks for them to follow, and they

would solve the puzzle together. Lyr learned to be gentle and

patient, and Hazel learned to be bold but careful. They trusted

each other completely. And whenever they saw swirling snow,

they knew their friend was near.
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One evening, as the sun set and painted the snow pink, Lyr

and Hazel sat together. 'You know,' Lyr said, 'I never thought

I'd be friends with a hare. You're so quick and bold, and I'm so

slow and cautious.' Hazel nuzzled his fur. 'And I never thought

I'd be friends with a lynx. But trust can overcome anything.'

They watched the wind spirit dance in the twilight.
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And so, in the enchanted forest, a lynx and a hare became the

best of friends, proving that even the most different creatures

can share a wonderful friendship. Their story spread through

the woods, and others learned that trust can overcome

expectations. And if you ever see strange snow tracks that

vanish into thin air, you'll know: it's just a playful wind spirit,

and maybe two friends following close behind.
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