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Little Otter lived in a cozy burrow under the roots of an old

willow tree, right beside the sparkling river. Every morning he

woke to the sound of water dancing over smooth stones. He

had soft chocolate-brown fur and a creamy pale chest, and his

big round eyes were always looking for something new. "What

will I find today?" he chirped, splashing his thick tail in the

cool, clear water.

1



One sunny morning, a flash of blue zipped over the river like a

flying jewel. It was a kingfisher, small and quick, with a

turquoise back, an orange breast, and a long, straight beak.

She landed on a reed and tilted her head. "Hello down there!"

she called. Little Otter popped up from the water, whiskers

dripping, and smiled his biggest smile. "Hello up there!" he

called back.
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The kingfisher's name was Pip, and she loved to talk. She told

Little Otter about the river's secrets: where the fish hid, where

the reeds grew tallest, and where the morning mist curled like

sleepy cats. Little Otter told her about his favorite smooth

stones and the beetles that tickled his nose. They laughed and

laughed. By lunchtime, they were the very best of friends.
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"Have you ever seen the secret island?" Pip asked, winking one

dark eye. Little Otter shook his round head. "What secret

island?" Pip spread her bright wings. "Follow me! It's past the

tall reeds, where the water turns slow and green." Little

Otter's heart went thump-thump with excitement. An

adventure! He had always wanted one. "Let's go!" he said, and

off they went.
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Little Otter swam with strong, steady kicks, his thick tail

steering him through the water. Pip flew just above him, her

wings flashing blue and orange in the sun. "This way!" she

sang, dipping low over the ripples. They passed dragonflies

stitching silver lines in the air, and frogs who blinked at them

from lily pads. The river grew wider, and the world felt big and

new.
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Soon the tall reeds rose up on both sides like a green and

golden forest. They whispered and swayed, and Little Otter

had to push through them with his little black nose. Pip flew

higher to see the way. "Keep going!" she called down. The

reeds tickled his ears and brushed his creamy chest, but he

never stopped, because adventure was waiting just ahead.
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At last the reeds opened up, and there it was: a hidden island,

small and round and green. It floated in the middle of the quiet

water like a secret someone had forgotten. Little Otter gasped.

"It's beautiful!" he whispered. Pip landed on his head, light as

a leaf. "I told you!" she said proudly, and her orange breast

puffed up with joy.
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The island was covered in water lilies. Pink and white petals

opened wide to the sun, and round green leaves floated like

little plates. Little Otter paddled closer and sniffed a blossom.

It smelled sweet and fresh, like rain on warm stone. "I've never

seen so many!" he said. Pip hopped from leaf to leaf, her tiny

orange feet barely making a splash.
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Then Little Otter spotted something shiny tucked under a lily

pad. It was a smooth, round stone, striped with silver and gray,

like a tiny moon. "Look!" he cried, holding it up. Pip whistled.

"A treasure!" she said. "The island gave you a gift." Little Otter

tucked the stone safely in his fur and promised to keep it

forever, a reminder of this perfect, sunny day.
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They explored every corner of the little island. Pip showed

Little Otter a hollow log where mushrooms grew like tiny

umbrellas. Little Otter showed Pip how to float on his back and

watch the clouds. They told silly jokes and made up songs

about water lilies. "This is the best day ever!" said Little Otter.

"And it's not even over yet!" sang Pip.
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Suddenly, dark clouds rolled across the sky, and fat raindrops

plopped onto the water lilies. The wind pushed the reeds and

ruffled Pip's bright feathers. "Oh no!" said Little Otter. "We're

far from home." Pip shook the rain from her wings. "Don't

worry," she said. "Friends stick together, even in a storm. Let's

find shelter, quick!"
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They found a cozy hollow beneath the island's willow roots, dry

and warm. Little Otter curled up, and Pip snuggled close

against his soft brown fur. Outside the rain pattered and the

wind hummed, but inside they were safe. "See?" said Pip.

"Every storm passes." Little Otter smiled. "I'm glad you're

here," he said. "Me too," said Pip, and they waited together.
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When the rain stopped, the world sparkled. The sun came out,

and every water lily held tiny diamonds of rain. A rainbow

stretched across the river like a bridge of colors. "Look!"

gasped Little Otter. Pip fluttered up and flew through the

rainbow's glow, her feathers shining. "Race you home!" she

laughed. And they raced, splashing and swooping, all the way

back.
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Back at the old willow tree, Little Otter put his silver-striped

stone on a smooth rock by his burrow. "So I'll always

remember the island," he said. Pip perched beside it and

nodded. "And I'll always remember the day we found it," she

said. "But you know what's even better than the island?" Little

Otter tilted his head. "What?" "Having a friend to share it

with."

14



After that day, Little Otter and Pip met by the river every

single morning. Sometimes they explored, sometimes they told

stories, and sometimes they just floated and watched the

clouds. The little island stayed hidden in the reeds, waiting for

another adventure. And every day felt like a gift, because good

friends turn every day into a wonderful adventure.
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And so, if you ever wander past the tall reeds, where the water

turns slow and green, listen closely. You might hear a splash

and a whistle, and a little voice saying, "Let's go!" Because

Little Otter and Pip are still out there, swimming and flying,

finding new surprises, and laughing all the way home.
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