


The Boy and the Little

Owl

Aysel Banu YAVUZAL



In a small house at the edge of town lived a boy with warm

brown skin and a gap-toothed smile. Every evening, he pulled

on his mustard-yellow hoodie and clipped his silver flashlight

to his pocket. He loved the night, when the world grew quiet

and the stars blinked awake. But most of all, he loved the little

owl that lived in the old oak tree.
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The owl was small, about the size of a grapefruit, with soft

grey-brown feathers and pale speckles. Its round golden eyes

glowed in the dark, and its tiny ear tufts stood up like little

horns. The boy watched from his window as the owl swooped

silently between branches. He grabbed his green notebook and

wrote: 'Owl wakes up when the sky turns dark.'
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Each night, the boy studied the owl. He saw it tilt its head,

listening for tiny sounds. He watched it glide down to the

grass and fly back up with a snack. 'You're a great hunter,' the

boy whispered. He drew pictures in his notebook and wrote:

'Owl needs the dark to find food.' The little owl hooted softly,

as if to say, 'That's right!'
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One night, the boy noticed something odd. The neighbor's

porch lamp was very bright, and the owl stayed hidden in the

shadows. It didn't swoop or hunt. It just blinked and turned

away. The boy wrote: 'Too much light makes owl unhappy.' He

wondered if other animals felt the same. The bright lamp made

the whole yard glow like daytime.
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The next morning, the boy asked his mom about it. She wore

her round glasses and soft teal cardigan, and she listened

carefully. 'Some light at night can confuse animals,' she said.

'They need darkness to hunt and rest.' The boy thought hard.

He wanted to help the little owl and all its nighttime friends. 'I

have an idea,' he said. 'A dark-sky project!'
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Mom smiled and helped him make posters. They drew a

picture of the little owl and wrote: 'Keep the night friendly for

wildlife!' The boy used bright colors and big letters. He added:

'Use lights only when needed.' He felt proud of his posters.

That afternoon, he hung one on the community board and

another near the park. People stopped to look.
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The boy decided to talk to his neighbors. He started with the

elderly man next door, who wore a brown flat cap and leaned

on a walking stick. 'Your porch light is very bright,' the boy

said politely. 'It makes it hard for the owl to hunt.' The man

looked surprised. 'Is that so?' he said. 'I just wanted to see my

steps.'
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The boy explained how bright light spreads into the sky and

hides the stars. 'Owls and other animals need the dark,' he

said. 'If we shade our lights, it helps them.' The neighbor

scratched his white hair. 'I never thought about that,' he said.

'But I like owls. What can I do?' The boy showed him a picture

of a shaded lamp.
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Together, they put a curved shield over the porch lamp so the

light pointed down. That night, the boy watched from his

window. The little owl peeked out of the oak tree. It tilted its

head, then swooped down to the grass. It caught a moth and

flew back up. The boy cheered quietly. 'It worked!' he

whispered. He wrote in his notebook: 'Shaded light helps owl

hunt.'
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Word spread about the dark-sky project. The boy's friends

wanted to help. They made more posters and talked to their

families. Mom helped the boy write a short speech for the

neighborhood meeting. 'Even small changes can make a big

difference,' he practiced. His gap-toothed smile grew wide. He

felt excited and a little nervous, too.
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At the meeting, the boy stood on a small step. He told

everyone about the little owl and how bright light affects

wildlife. 'We can use warmer lights and point them down,' he

said. 'We can turn off lights when we don't need them.' The

neighbor with the flat cap stood up. 'I shaded my porch light,

and the owl came back!' he said. People clapped.
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Many neighbors agreed to try. They put shields on their lamps

and switched to softer bulbs. The boy and his mom walked

around the block, handing out flyers. 'Keep the dark sky safe

for owls,' the flyers said. The boy felt proud. He had started

something big with just a notebook and a little owl. The night

began to change, one lamp at a time.
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That night, the boy sat under the oak tree. The sky was darker

now, and the stars seemed brighter. The little owl flew down

and landed on a low branch. Its round golden eyes looked right

at him. 'Hoo-hoo!' it called, soft and happy. The boy grinned.

'You like it, don't you?' he whispered. The owl hooted again

and fluffed its white chest.

13



Mom came out with two mugs of cocoa. 'You did a good thing,'

she said, her braid swinging. 'You helped the owl and brought

the neighbors together.' The boy took a sip and watched the

owl glide silently over the grass. He felt warm inside. 'I

learned that even kids can protect wildlife,' he said. 'And the

dark sky is important for everyone.'
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The next week, the boy's class invited him to share his project.

He brought his green notebook and showed his drawings.

'Owls need darkness to hunt,' he told them. 'And we can help

by keeping lights friendly.' His friends asked questions and

wanted to start their own dark-sky posters. The boy beamed.

His gap-toothed smile showed how happy he was.
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Now, every night, the boy watches the little owl from his

window. The owl hoots happily as it swoops through the

friendly dark. The boy knows that even small actions can make

a big difference. He writes in his notebook: 'The dark sky is a

gift for wildlife.' And he feels proud, because he helped protect

it.
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