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The Girl and the Little
Turtle

Aysel Banu YAVUZAL



On a bright Saturday morning, a girl named Mia skipped down
the path to her favorite pond. She wore her yellow t-shirt, blue
overalls, and red sneakers. Her green backpack bounced with
each step. Mia loved the pond because it was full of surprises.
Today, she hoped to see frogs, dragonflies, or maybe even a
fish. She didn't know she was about to meet a new friend.
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As Mia neared the water's edge, something tiny moved in the
mud. She knelt down and gently parted the grass. There sat a
little turtle, no bigger than her palm. Its shell was dark green
with yellow edges, and its legs had pale yellow stripes. Its
shiny black eyes blinked up at her. "Hello, little one," Mia
whispered. "You're the smallest turtle I've ever seen!"
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L amme

Mia watched the turtle crawl slowly toward the pond. It
seemed shy and curious at the same time. She noticed the
water looked a little cloudy and there was trash near the bank.
“This isn't a good home for you," she said softly. "Turtles need
clean water, safe places to nest, and plenty of food." The turtle
blinked again, as if it understood. Mia decided she had to help.
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Mia ran to find her best friend, Leo. He was taller than her,
with short brown hair and a red cap worn backwards. He was
playing in his yard. "Leo! I found a little turtle at the pond, but
its home is messy!" Mia said. Leo put on his red cap and
nodded. "That's not good," he said. "Turtles need a safe
habitat. What can we do?"



Mia and Leo went back to the pond with a plan. Mia pulled a
pencil from behind her ear and a notebook from her green
backpack. "Let's list what turtles need," she said. "Clean water,
safe nesting spots, and food like insects and plants." Leo
added, "And no litter!" They looked around and saw plastic
bottles and wrappers stuck in the mud. "We have to tell

people," Mia said.




Mia and Leo started by picking up the trash they could safely
reach. They wore gloves and worked together. "We should
make posters about protecting the pond," Mia said. Leo
agreed. "We can hang them around school and at the pond."
Mia's gap-toothed smile grew wide. "Yes! We'll start a pond
education project!" They hurried to Mia's house to gather art
supplies.



At Mia's kitchen table, they made colorful posters. Mia drew a
picture of the little turtle with its patterned shell. Leo wrote
big letters: "Keep Our Pond Clean!" and "Turtles Need a Safe
Home!" They added facts about clean water, nesting spots, and
food. Mia's curly hair bounced as she worked. Leo's freckles
crinkled when he smiled. "These will help everyone
understand,"” he said.
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The next day, they hung posters around the school and near
the pond. Mia also made small flyers to hand out. "Hi! Would
you like to learn about our pond turtle?" she asked her
classmates. Some kids listened carefully. Others asked
questions. Leo handed out flyers and explained that small
actions like picking up trash can keep the habitat safe. "Every
little bit helps," he said.



Mia and Leo organized a pond clean-up day. They invited their
friends and families. Everyone wore gloves and carried bags.
They picked up litter and cleared space for turtles to nest. Mia
found a safe spot away from the water where turtles could lay
eggs. "This will be perfect," she said. The little turtle watched
from a rock, its black eyes shining. It seemed to say thank you.
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After the clean-up, Mia gave a short talk at the pond. She
showed pictures of turtles and explained why clean water, safe
nesting spots, and food matter. "Turtles are part of our
wildlife," she said. "When we care for ponds, animals can
thrive." Her friends listened and promised to help. Leo handed
out badges that said "Pond Protector." Everyone felt proud.
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Weeks passed, and the pond began to look better. The water
grew clearer, and plants grew tall. Mia often visited the little
turtle. One day, she noticed something wonderful: the turtle
wasn't alone. Three tiny hatchlings crawled beside it! Mia's
eyes opened wide. "They're babies!" she whispered. She knew
the clean water and safe nesting spot had helped the turtle
family grow.




Mia and Leo decided to keep their project going. They made a
sign that said "Turtle Habitat: Please Keep Clean" and placed
it near the pond. They also started a nature club at school.
More kids joined to help care for the pond. Mia's teacher
invited them to share their project at a school assembly. Mia
and Leo spoke about conservation and how small actions
protect wildlife.
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At the assembly, Mia looked at her friends and smiled. "We can
all make a difference," she said. "Even picking up one piece of
trash helps." Leo added, "And telling others about turtle
habitats is important." The audience clapped. Mia felt happy.
She knew the little turtle was safer because of their work. The
pond education project had taught everyone that caring for
nature starts with small steps.
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After school, Mia and Leo went to the pond to celebrate. They
sat quietly and watched the little turtle swim with its
hatchlings. "You're a good teacher," Mia told the turtle. "You
showed us how to help." Leo nodded. "And now everyone
knows how to protect the pond." The sun set, and the water
sparkled. Mia felt grateful for her tiny friend.
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Mia continued to visit the pond every week. She kept her
green backpack stocked with gloves and bags for trash.
Sometimes other kids joined her. The little turtle grew bigger,
and its shell became even more beautiful. Mia knew that with
care, the pond would stay healthy for years. She smiled her
gap-toothed smile and whispered, "We'll always be friends."
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The pond became a happy place for wildlife. Ducks paddled,
frogs croaked, and dragonflies danced. Mia's pond education
project spread to other classes. She and Leo made more
posters and gave more talks. They showed that when we care
for ponds and animals, wildlife can thrive. Mia looked at the
little turtle one last time and knew: everyone can help nature
with small, kind actions.




