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The Boy and the Little
Bat

Aysel Banu YAVUZAL



Leo was seven years old, small for his age, with light brown
skin and short curly black hair. He wore his favorite red
hoodie, which had a yellow bat patch on the chest. Today, he
was visiting the bat conservation center with his class. He
carried his sketchbook everywhere, just in case he saw
something amazing. He hoped to draw a real bat, but he also
felt a little nervous.




The center was a big, cozy building with posters of bats on
every wall. A friendly guide named Ranger Mia met the group.
She had warm tan skin, shoulder-length wavy auburn hair tied
back, and hazel eyes that crinkled when she smiled. She wore
a green ranger uniform with a bat badge. 'Welcome,
explorers!' she said. 'Today, we'll meet some very special
animals.'



Ranger Mia led the children into a dim room with soft lights.
Inside a glass case, tiny bats hung upside down, wrapped in
their wings. Leo's large dark brown eyes grew wide, and he
took a step back. 'They won't hurt you,' Ranger Mia said
gently. 'Bats are shy and gentle. They just need safe places to
rest.' Leo wasn't so sure. He clutched his sketchbook tightly.
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Ranger Mia opened a special glove and showed the children a
little bat. It was palm-sized, with soft brown fur, large round
amber eyes, small rounded ears, and a tiny pink nose. Its
delicate leathery wings were folded, and a small identification
band was on one wing. 'This is Pip,' she said. 'Pip is a rescued
bat. She's very gentle.' Leo peeked from behind another child.
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‘Would you like to see her up close?' Ranger Mia asked Leo.
He hesitated, then nodded slowly. He took a small step
forward. Pip blinked her big amber eyes and wiggled her tiny
nose. Leo's gap-toothed smile appeared just a little. 'She's so
small,' he whispered. 'And she looks soft.' Ranger Mia nodded.
'‘She is. Bats are not scary once you understand them.'
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Ranger Mia explained that bats help nature by eating insects
and pollinating flowers. 'But many bats are losing their homes,'
she said. 'They need safe roosts—places to rest during the day.
People can help by protecting these places.' Leo listened
carefully. He thought about Pip and how she needed a safe
place to sleep. He began to understand why conservation was
so important.
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Leo opened his sketchbook and started drawing Pip. He drew
her big amber eyes and her tiny pink nose. He drew the little
band on her wing. 'You're an artist,' Ranger Mia said. 'Your
drawing could help others understand bats.' Leo smiled. He
felt proud. He wanted to draw more bats and show his friends
how gentle they really are. Fear was fading, replaced by
curiosity.




After the tour, Ranger Mia gave Leo a small booklet about
bats. 'You can learn more and share it with others,' she said.
Leo read the booklet on the way home. He learned that bats
need dark, quiet places to rest. He learned that people
sometimes disturb bat roosts without knowing. He decided he
wanted to help protect these roosts. He had an idea.
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At home, Leo spread his drawings on the table. He wrote
simple words under each picture: 'Bats are gentle.' 'Bats need
safe roosts.' 'We can help.' He drew a picture of Pip wrapped
in Ranger Mia's glove. He drew a bat sleeping in a hollow tree.
His little sister asked what he was making. 'A guide,' Leo said.
"To help people understand bats.'
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The next day, Leo brought his illustrated guide to school. He
showed it to his friends. 'Bats aren't scary,' he told them.
‘They're gentle and they need our help.' His friends looked at
the drawings. They asked questions. Leo answered them, just
like Ranger Mia had. He felt brave and happy. His guide was
making a difference. Understanding was growing.
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Leo's teacher, Ms. Chen, saw the guide and asked Leo to
present it to the class. Leo stood in front of everyone, a little
nervous but excited. He held up his sketchbook. 'This is Pip,'
he said. 'She's a little bat who needs a safe place to rest.' He
explained how bats help nature and why we should protect
their roosts. The class listened quietly.
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When Leo finished, the room was silent for a moment. Then
Ms. Chen smiled. 'That was wonderful, Leo,' she said. "You've
taught us something important.' The other children clapped.
Leo's gap-toothed smile stretched wide. He felt proud. He had
turned his fear into understanding, and his understanding into
action. He knew that even small actions can help protect
animals.
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That afternoon, Leo and his friends made a plan. They would
create a bat-friendly garden at school. They would put up a
small bat house. They would share Leo's guide with other
classes. Ranger Mia visited and helped them. 'You're making a
real difference,' she said. Leo looked at his friends. They were
all working together, learning and protecting. It felt good.
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Weeks later, Leo returned to the conservation center. He
showed Ranger Mia his guide, now with more drawings and
notes from his friends. 'This is amazing,' she said. 'You've
helped so many people understand bats.' Pip was still there,
wrapped in her glove. Leo looked at her and smiled. He wasn't
scared anymore. He felt a warm connection to the tiny bat.
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Ranger Mia gave Leo a small badge shaped like a bat. 'For
your hard work,' she said. Leo pinned it to his red hoodie next
to his bat patch. He promised to keep learning and helping. As
he left, he waved goodbye to Pip. The little bat blinked her
amber eyes. Leo knew he would always remember that
understanding animals makes the world a kinder place.
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On the way home, Leo thought about everything he had
learned. He had been scared of bats, but now he loved them.
He had made a guide to help others understand. He had
worked with his friends to protect bat roosts. He realized that
when we take time to understand animals, fear fades away.
And when we protect them, we make the world better for
everyone.
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