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On a bright Saturday morning, a boy named Leo zipped up his
green canvas backpack and tucked a pencil behind his ear. He
wore his favorite yellow t-shirt with a small sea lion print and
his red sneakers. Today was special: he was visiting the marine
center with his class. Leo could hardly wait to see the animals,
especially the sea lions.



At the marine center, Ranger Lea met the group. She wore a
teal uniform with a sea lion badge and carried a clipboard.
"Welcome, everyone!" she said with a warm smile. "Remember,
we are guests in the animals' home. Let's be kind and quiet."
Leo listened carefully, his dark-brown eyes wide with wonder
as they walked past pools and tanks.
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Ranger Lea led them to a big blue pool. A sea lion glided
through the water, her glossy dark-brown fur shining in the
sun. She had long white whiskers and a small tag on her
flipper. "This is Marina," said Ranger Lea. "She's calm and
playful, but she's shy around loud noises." Leo waved gently,
and Marina's amber eyes blinked back at him.
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Some visitors rushed to the pool's edge, cameras clicking and
voices rising. "Look at her! So close!" one child shouted.
Marina dove deep and hid behind a rock. Leo noticed her
gentle scar and the way she disappeared. "Why did she swim
away?" he asked Ranger Lea, his round cheeks frowning with

WOTTY.




Ranger Lea pointed to a sign nearby. "Sea lions need space
and quiet to feel safe. When we crowd them or make loud
sounds, they get scared. That's why we have safe distance
signs." Leo read the sign: Stay Back, Speak Softly. He looked
at Marina peeking from behind the rock and wished he could
help her feel calm again.



Back in the visitor room, Ranger Lea showed the class how to
watch animals kindly. "We stand behind the line, use quiet
voices, and never try to touch them. That's how we show
respect for wildlife." Leo raised his hand. "Could we make
signs to remind everyone?" he asked. Ranger Lea's hazel eyes
sparkled. "What a wonderful idea, Leo!"
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Leo pulled the pencil from behind his ear and began to draw.
He made a big happy sea lion with a speech bubble that said,
"Please give me room!" He added stars and hearts in bright
colors. "I'll write: Keep a safe distance and watch me kindly,"
he said. Ranger Lea gave him paper and markers, and his
classmates helped too.



Each sign was different and cheerful. One showed a sea lion
with flippers out, saying, "Quiet voices, please!" Another had a
measuring tape: "Stay behind the line." Leo drew Marina's
long whiskers and her flipper tag. He wrote, "I like space and
quiet." The other children colored and cut and laughed as they
worked together.



Ranger Lea helped Leo laminate the signs and tape them
along the pool railing. "These will remind everyone how to
behave," she said. Leo stood back and admired their work. The
signs were bright and friendly, not scary. He hoped visitors
would read them and think before they rushed too close to the
water.




Soon a family with sun hats and cameras approached the pool.
The little girl pointed at Marina and started to run forward.
Then she saw Leo's sign: "Please give me room!" She stopped
and read it aloud. Her parents smiled and said, "Let's stay here
and watch quietly." Marina swam closer, curious and calm, her
whiskers twitching.
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Leo watched from behind the line. Marina glided past, her
sleek body graceful in the water. She lifted her head and let
out a soft bark, as if to say thank you. Leo's gap-toothed grin
spread wide. "She likes the quiet!" he whispered to Ranger
Lea. The visitors stood still, and everyone felt the peaceful
moment together.




More visitors arrived, and the signs worked like magic. People
pointed and read, then settled behind the line. Voices became
soft. Cameras clicked without flash. Marina swam in lazy
circles, sometimes resting on the surface and looking at the
crowd with her big amber eyes. Leo felt proud that his signs
helped everyone enjoy her without fear.
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Ranger Lea knelt beside Leo. "You've taught us all something
important today," she said. "Wildlife needs respectful
observation. When we give animals space and quiet, we get to
see their true selves." Leo nodded. He touched the pencil
behind his ear and smiled. "I want to make more signs for
other animals too," he said.




At the end of the visit, Leo waved goodbye to Marina. She
raised a flipper and slapped the water playfully. "Goodbye,
Marina!" he called softly. Ranger Lea gave him a sticker
shaped like a sea lion. "You're a true friend to wildlife, Leo,"
she said. He tucked the sticker into his green backpack,
feeling warm and happy.
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On the bus ride home, Leo thought about Marina and the
signs. He decided to make a sign for his own backyard: a
birdbath sign that said "Quiet please, birds at rest." He
realized that respecting wildlife can start anywhere, even at
home. His pencil was ready, and his heart was full of ideas.
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The next week, Leo visited the marine center again. New signs
hung around the pool, made by other children who heard his
story. Marina swam peacefully, and visitors watched from
behind the line. Leo smiled. He knew that even a small boy
with a pencil can make a big difference for animals. Respect
wildlife, and they will share their world with you.
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