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The Girl and the Sea
Otter

Aysel Banu YAVUZAL



Mia sat at her desk in Ms. Lee's bright classroom. Ms. Lee
smiled and said, "Our new school project is about the ocean
and its marine life." Mia's big round brown eyes grew wide
with excitement. She loved the ocean more than anything. She
clipped her red hair clip and packed her green backpack. "I
will find the best ocean story ever," she whispered.
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After school, Mia put on her yellow rain boots and blue denim
overalls. She walked to the beach with her green backpack
bouncing. The ocean sparkled like a giant blue blanket. "Hello,
ocean!" she called. A cool breeze tickled her freckles. She
couldn't wait to explore the kelp forest. It looked like a magical
underwater forest.



Mia stepped into the shallow water. The kelp forest swayed
gently like a dance. Long, green seaweed reached up toward
the sun. "Wow," Mia breathed. "This is amazing!" She saw tiny
fish darting between the kelp leaves. Suddenly, something
splashed nearby. Mia turned to look. What could it be?
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A little brown head popped out of the water. It had small round
dark eyes and long white whiskers. "Hello!" said Mia. The sea
otter floated on its back and waved a paw. "I'm Pip," it seemed
to say. Mia laughed. "You're adorable!" Pip flipped and
splashed, showing off. Mia knew she had found a friend.
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Pip swam closer and held up a purple sea urchin between its
paws. "Is that your lunch?" Mia asked. Pip nodded and cracked
the urchin open. Mia watched with wide eyes. "You eat sea
urchins?" Pip munched happily. Mia remembered her project.
"Can you show me more?" she asked. Pip chirped and swam
into the kelp forest.




Mia followed Pip through the swaying kelp. Pip dove down and
brought up another sea urchin. "Sea urchins eat kelp," Mia
said slowly. "So if there are too many urchins, the kelp forest
gets smaller." Pip nodded. Mia saw how the otter's appetite
kept the urchins in check. "You're like a gardener!" she
exclaimed. Pip twirled in the water.
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Pip led Mia to a rocky corner. "Look!" Mia gasped. Tiny fish hid
in the kelp, and a crab scuttled by. "The kelp forest is a home
for so many marine life," Mia said. Pip floated on its back,
looking proud. Mia counted fish, crabs, and even a small
octopus. The kelp forest was busy and full of life.
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Mia sat on a rock and drew pictures in her notebook. She
wrote: "Sea otters eat sea urchins. Sea urchins eat kelp. Too
many urchins mean no kelp forest." Pip watched her write. Mia
smiled. "You help keep the kelp forest healthy, Pip!" Pip
clapped its paws. Mia felt like a real scientist.
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The sun began to set, and the sky turned pink. Mia knew she
had to go home. "Thank you, Pip," she said. "You taught me so
much." Pip swam close and touched her boot with a soft paw.
“I'll come back soon," Mia promised. She waved goodbye and
walked home with a happy heart.
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At home, Mia worked on her school project. She drew a big
picture of the kelp forest with Pip floating in the middle. She
wrote facts about sea otters and sea urchins. She glued
seaweed and shells onto the poster. "This is my best project
ever," she said. Her mom smiled and helped her pack it up.
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The next day, Ms. Lee invited Mia to share her project. Mia
stood in front of the class with her poster. "I visited a kelp
forest," she began. "I met a sea otter named Pip." The class
leaned in. Mia showed how sea otters eat sea urchins. "That
keeps the kelp forest healthy," she explained. "And the kelp
forest gives food and shelter to many kinds of marine life."
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Mia pointed to her drawing of Pip. "Sea otters are like
gardeners of the sea," she said. "When we protect sea otters,
we protect the whole ocean." The class clapped and cheered.
Ms. Lee smiled proudly. "Wonderful job, Mia!" she said. Mia's
freckles crinkled as she grinned.
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After school, Mia's classmates asked her questions. "What else
did you see?" asked Ben. "Did Pip really crack the urchin?"
asked Sara. Mia answered each one with a cheerful voice. She
showed them her notebook drawings. "I learned that every
animal has a job in the ocean," she said. "And we can help by
keeping the ocean clean."
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Ms. Lee hung Mia's poster on the classroom wall. "This is a
great reminder," she said. "Healthy kelp forests protect marine
life." Mia felt warm inside. She looked at the drawing of Pip
and smiled. She knew she would never forget her adventure in

the kelp forest.
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That night, Mia dreamed of swimming with Pip. The kelp
forest swayed and shimmered. Fish danced around her, and
Pip floated on its back, holding a purple sea urchin. Mia woke
up with a happy sigh. She couldn't wait to visit the ocean
again. "Thank you, Pip," she whispered. "You're the best
teacher ever."




Mia learned that even small animals can make a big
difference. Sea otters help keep the kelp forest healthy, and
the kelp forest gives food and shelter to many kinds of marine
life. Mia shared this cheerful lesson with everyone. Now her
class knows that protecting sea otters helps protect the ocean.
And Mia knows that one curious girl can make a difference

too.
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